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     We praise God for 

this month of February as we celebrate our heri-

tage as African Americans during this “Black 

History Month,” and remember with pride and 

thanksgiving our journey from slavery to free-

dom in America. 

      And, as we praise God, we are mindful of 

the fact that our joy this month is centered not 

only on who we are as African Americans, but 

also on who we are as African Methodists cele-

brating our beginnings as the African Methodist 

Episcopal Church, Inc.; and honoring our Foun-

der, Richard Allen, who was born on February 

14th-which also  happens to be the day that the 

world celebrates love. 

       Thus, in the month of February we have 

this convergence of celebrations of our heri-

tage, our faith, and our love.  Yet, it is also in-

teresting and of significance that as we cele-

brate this month of February, we find ourselves 

less than one month into the Presidency of a 

man who by his tweets, his election, his inaugu-

ration, his cabinet nominations, and a few 

stokes of his pen, has ushered in a new era of 

protests, demonstrations, and marches that have 

spread throughout our Nation and even our 

world!  And the one 

word that we keep 

hearing over and over 

i s  t h a t  w o r d , 

“unprecedented!”     

      The level of hatred 

in the election season 

was unprecedented.  

The division of our 

Nation after the election results were an-

nounced was unprecedented.  The Women’s 

March—a protest held on the day after the inau-

guration which lifted up the cause of freedom 

and human rights was unprecedented. And, that 

millions of people marched—more that the 

number who came to the inauguration—was 

unprecedented.  That the march became a peo-

ple’s march with millions of women, men, boys 

and girls marching through the streets of the 

major cities in this country and the major cities 

around the world was unprecedented.  And the 

number of attempts to re-write history with 

what is being called “alternative facts,” has 

been unprecedented!     

(Continued on page 2) 
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A.M.E. CHURCH FOUNDER’S DAY 

Each February the African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church 

celebrates Founder’s Day in honor of Richard Allen, the founder and 

first Bishop of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. This year 

Founder’s Day for the Second Episcopal District of the A.M.E. 

Church will be held February 9 -11at the Sheraton Greensboro at 

Koury Center 3121 West Gate City Boulevard Greensboro, NC . 

 

Tentative Schedule  

Thursday, February 9th 
• 8:00am - 1:30pm - Meetings Board of Examiners RED, Inc. 

Board of Trustees Presiding Elders Clergy with the Bishop 

Components and Ministries  

• 3:00 - 5:00pm - Business Session  

• 6:30 - 8:30pm - Opening Worship Bishop Vashti M. McKenzie 

10th Episcopal District AME Church  

Friday, February 10th  
• 8:30am - 9:45am - Bible Study  

• 10:00am - 12:00pm - Workshops  

• 12:00 - 1:30pm - Reports  

• 3:00 - 5:00pm - Business Session  

• 6:30 - 8:30pm - Evening Worship  

Saturday, February 11th  

• 8:30am - 9:45am - Bible Study  

• 10:00am - 12:00pm - Business Session  

• 12:00 - 1:30pm - Closing Meditation  

Wayman Good Hope will 

celebrate Founder’s Day 

February 12th during 

10am  Worship Service. 

The Guest Preacher will 

be Rev. Stanley Wright. 
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News of Good Hope - Editorial Staff 
Editor - Pamela Spearman 

 
This Month’s Contributor(s) 

Sis. Jackie Harris 
Sis. Sylvia Nolan 
Bro. Barry White 

Pastor - Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray 

How to Get Items Published in the Newsletter 
♦ Submissions by Email (attachments) are preferred but not required.   
♦ If you have original photographs, we will scan them while you wait- it only takes a couple of 

minutes. Please be aware that copies of pictures will not reproduce well and may not be included if 
too blurry  

♦ Because of space limitations, editing of submissions may be required.  
♦ Publication of all content is at the discretion of the Editorial Staff. 
♦ Email submissions to waymangoodhope@aol.com  

Scriptural Thought for the Conference Year 2016-2017: A Blessing 
“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that 

Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

       And what is clear is that our Nation is broken and in 

need of healing.  Our leadership is fractured and in need of 

healing.  America’s integrity and trust have been de-

stroyed, and we need healing. Not only is the Nation bro-

ken, the people are also broken and in need of restoration.  

And, the Chronicler offers God’s remedy and God’s prom-

ise of healing and restoration.         

        However, it is not just corporate healing that is 

needed by Nations, and governments, and organizations.  

Healing is also needed by people who are depressed, fear-

ful, and who have lost hope in their journey as citizens of 

this country. And, we hear the Chronicler’s words, clearly 

for a new generation.  The words carry a message of hope 

and restoration to people living in this 21st century A.D., 

just as they did to people living in the 5th century B.C.  It is 

a message of hope about God’s forgiveness, and God’s 

love.  And the Chronicler writes these words: 

      “If my people who are called by My name will humble 

themselves, and pray and seek My face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will for-

give their sin and heal their land.” (Chronicles 7:14- 

NKJV)  

        The Chronicler speaks to a people who had refused to 

believe the warnings of the great prophets until the catas-

trophe that befell the Hebrew people and their neighbors 

and the reality of the Babylonian Captivity.   All along, 

God’s people clung to the notion that God’s blessings im-

plied a measure of indulgence or leniency so that even 

light repentance would gain renewal of God’s favor.  But 

in the New Testament story of the Prodigal Son, if the 

wayward son had returned home unrepentant, he could not 

have been received as the lost son born again.  He could 

never have known the depth of his father’s love for him; 

and he never would have been made whole. 

         Using this parable, Jesus helped Believers of His day 

to understand the depth of God’s love for us, and the 

breadth of God’s mercy and forgiveness.   But, what about 

sin?  God hates sin because sin damages the human spirit 

within us; sin destroys our relationship with God and with 

one another, thereby pulling us farther and farther away 

from God and from one another.  But even more danger-

ous is the fact that sin blinds us to the beauty and goodness 

of God, which is why Paul tells the Church that the 

“wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.”    

        Therefore, let us journey through this 2017 Black 

History Month with a new resolve.  Let us adopt humility 

and turn from the wickedness and the sin that so easily 

besets us.  Let us pray, and let us seek God—look for God, 

talk with God and dine with God.  Then, “let us run with 

patience the race that is set before us, always looking to 

Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.”     

       And let us trust that God will hear from heaven; 

let us trust that our sins will be forgiven and that we will 

be restored; and let us believe that we will be healed—our 

land, our people, our family, our communities, and even 

our workplaces.  

Love, Joy, and Peace, 

 Pastor Lois A. Poag-Ray 

THE PASTOR’S WORD (CONT. FROM PG. 1) 

EVERY 

DAY 
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NEWS FROM THE COMMISSION ON HEALTH  
SIS. SYLVIA NOLAN, CHAIRPERSON 

Car Safety for Winter Driving 
You can avoid many dangerous weather problems by planning ahead.  Plan long trips care-

fully, listening to the radio or television for the latest weather forecasts and road condi-

tions. If bad weather is forecast, drive only if absolutely necessary. 

Check or have a mechanic check the following items on your car: 

• Keep your gas tank full - in case evacuation is needed. 

• Do not drive through a flooded area - Six inches of water can cause a vehicle to lose control and possibly stall. A 

foot of water will float many cars. 

• Be aware of areas where floodwaters have receded - Roads may have weakened and could collapse under the 

weight of a car. 

• If a power line falls on your car you are at risk of electrical shock, stay inside until a trained person removes the 

wire. 

• Antifreeze levels - ensure they are sufficient to avoid freezing. 

• Battery and ignition system - should be in top condition and battery terminals should be clean. 

• Brakes - check for wear and fluid levels. 

• Exhaust system - check for leaks and crimped pipes and repair or replace as necessary. Carbon monoxide is deadly 

and usually gives no warning. 

• Fuel and air filters - replace and keep water out of the system by using additives and maintaining a full tank of gas. 

A full tank will keep the fuel line from freezing. 

• Heater and defroster - ensure they work properly. 

• Lights and flashing hazard lights - check for serviceability. 

• Oil - check for level and weight. Heavier oils congeal more at low temperatures and do not lubricate as well. 

• Thermostat - ensure it works properly. 

• Windshield wiper equipment - repair any problems and maintain proper washer fluid level. 

• Install good winter tires - Make sure the tires have adequate tread. All-weather radials are usually adequate for 

most winter conditions. However, some jurisdictions require that to drive on their roads, vehicles must be 

equipped with chains or snow tires with studs. 

If there is an explosion or other factor that makes it difficult to control the vehicle, pull over, stop the car and set the 

parking brake. 

If the emergency could impact the physical stability of the roadway, avoid overpasses, bridges, power lines, signs and 

other hazards. 

Make An Emergency Kit For Your Car 
In case you are stranded, keep a kit of emergency supplies in your car including 

• Jumper cables: might want to include flares or reflective triangle 

• Flashlights: with extra batteries 

• First Aid Kit: remember any necessary medications, baby formula and diapers if you have a small child 

• Food: non-perishable food such as canned food, and protein rich foods like nuts and energy bars 

• Manual can opener 

• Water: at least 1 gallon of water per person a day for at least 3 days 

• Basic toolkit: pliers, wrench, screwdriver 

• Pet supplies: food and water   

• Radio: battery or hand cranked 

• Cat litter or sand: for better tire traction 

• Shovel 

• Ice scraper 

• Clothes: warm clothes, gloves, hat, sturdy boots, jacket and an extra change of clothes for the cold 

• Blankets or sleeping bags 

• Charged Cell Phone: and car charger  
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PRAYER  REQUESTS 

Dorothy Brown 
James Brown, Jr. 
Warren Burnett 
Lloyd Carter 

Marjorie Coates 
Peggy Colbert 

Anne Coates Day 
George Darden 
Elizabeth Dennis 
Spanky Dennis 
Marion Floyd 

Mediterranean Jackson 
Elroy Johnson 
Juanita  Little 
Joseph Lovett 

Gary Minniefield 
F. Chester Ray 
Naomi Smith 

Denaya Thaniels 
Izetta Wallace 
Grace White 
Shirley White 
Teresa Williams 
Roy Wilson 

 

4th Arthur Cooper 
5th Claudette White 
6th Alvin Pack, Jr.  
 Linda Lovett 
8th  Brandon Jackson 
10th Marjorie Coates 
11th Kadence Wilson 
13th Jason Butler 
17th Brian Jackson, Jr. 
19th Jose McNeil 

25th Oliver White, Sr. 

View the “News of Good Hope” on the Church website 

www.waymangoodhope.org 

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
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Upcoming Special Events 

Check the Calendar for other scheduled meetings 

The  Men’s Fellowship   

Will meet Saturday, February 18th @ 9am 

All Men are invited.   

If you need a  

Ride to Sunday Service 

Contact the Church Office by noon on Thursdays 

The Women’s Fellowship 

Will meet Friday, February 10th at 7pm 

All Women are invited 

In honor of Valentine’s Day, the Men’s Fellowship 

is invited to join us for Dinner 

 

Blood Pressure Screening & Snacks 
 

Every 3rd Sunday after Morning Worship 
 

Sponsored by the Men’s Fellowship 

(Screening by Anne Arundel Medical Center) 

Winter Weather Policy 
In the Event of snow or icy conditions,  we typically follow the Anne Arundel County School closing policy. 

You may call the Church office for a voice recorded message to confirm.   

2016 Contribution Statements  

Have been distributed.   

If you did not receive your statement, it means we 

do not have your correct address.  

 Please contact the Church Office to update your 

information and receive your statement. 

 

The 4th Quarterly Conference 

Will be held 

Saturday, February 25th @2pm 

 

3rd and 4th Quarter Reports are due immediately 

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY / PRAYER LINE SCHEDULE 
We have modified the Bible Study Schedule to meet the needs of the diverse Wayman Good Hope Family 

 

MORNING PRAYER LINE  WEDNESDAYS 6:30 –6:45 AM 

Call In Only  1-605-475-3235    Access Code 705504# 

Dial in & put your phone on mute to listen 

 

LIFE APPLICATION BIBLE STUDY WEDNESDAYS  7:30 PM 

Call In Only  1-605-475-3235    Access Code 705504# 

This is interactive Bible Study 

 The current topic is FAITH— Study Guides are available from the Church Office 

 

TRADITIONAL BIBLE STUDY THURSDAYS AT NOON 

At the Church 

 The current topic is the Minor Prophets— Study Guides are available from the Church Office 
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African Methodist Episcopal Church– Our History 
 (from the AME Church Official Website-https://www.ame-church.com/our-church/our-history/) 

The AMEC grew out of the Free African Society (FAS) which Richard Allen, Absalom Jones, and others estab-

lished in Philadelphia in 1787. When officials at St. George’s MEC pulled blacks off their knees while praying, FAS 

members discovered just how far American Methodists would go to enforce racial discrimination against African Ameri-

cans. Hence, these members of St. George’s made plans to transform their mutual aid society into an African congrega-

tion. Although most wanted to affiliate with the Protestant Episcopal Church, Allen led a small group who resolved to 

remain Methodists. In 1794 Bethel AME was dedicated with Allen as pastor. To establish Bethel’s independence from 

interfering white Methodists, Allen, a former Delaware slave, successfully sued in the Pennsylvania courts in 1807 and 

1815 for the right of his congregation to exist as an independent institution. Because black Methodists in other middle 

Atlantic communities encountered racism and desired religious autonomy, Allen called them to meet in Philadelphia to 

form a new Wesleyan denomination, the AME. 

The geographical spread of the AMEC prior to the Civil War was mainly restricted to the Northeast and Midwest. 

Major congregations were established in Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Pittsburgh, Baltimore, Washington, DC, Cin-

cinnati, Chicago, Detroit, and other large Blacksmith’s Shop cities. Numerous northern communities also gained a sub-

stantial AME presence. Remarkably, the slave states of Maryland, Kentucky, Missouri, Louisiana, and, for a few 

years, South Carolina, became additional locations for AME congregations. The denomination reached the Pacific Coast 

in the early 1850’s with churches in Stockton, Sacramento, San Francisco, and other places in California. Moreover, 

Bishop Morris Brown established the Canada Annual Conference. 

The most significant era of denominational development occurred during the Civil War and Reconstruction. Often-

times, with the permission of Union army officials AME clergy moved into the states of the collapsing Confederacy to 

pull newly freed slaves into their denomination. “I Seek My Brethren,” the title of an often repeated sermon that Theophi-

lus G. Steward preached in South Carolina, became a clarion call to evangelize fellow blacks in Georgia, Florida, Ala-

bama, Texas, and many other parts of the south. Hence, in 1880 AME membership reached 400,000 because of its rapid 

spread below the Mason-Dixon line. When Bishop Henry M. Turner pushed African Methodism across the Atlantic into 

Liberia and Sierra Leone in 1891 and into South Africa in 1896, the AME now laid claim to adherents on two continents. 

While the AME is doctrinally Methodist, clergy, scholars, and lay persons have written important works which 

demonstrate the distinctive theology and praxis which have defined this Wesleyan body. Bishop Benjamin W. Arnett, in 

an address to the 1893 World’s Parliament of Religions, reminded the audience of the presence of blacks in the forma-

tion of Christianity. Bishop Benjamin T. Tanner wrote in 1895 in The Color of Solomon – What? that biblical scholars 

wrongly portrayed the son of David as a white man. In the post civil rights era theologians James H. Cone, Cecil W. 

Cone, and Jacqueline Grant who came out of the AME tradition critiqued Euro-centric Christianity and African Ameri-

can churches for their shortcomings in fully impacting the plight of those oppressed by racism, sexism, and economic 

disadvantage. 

Today, the African Methodist Episcopal Church has membership in twenty Episcopal Districts in thirty-nine coun-

tries on five continents. The work of the Church is administered by twenty-one active bishops, and nine General Offi-

cers who manage the departments of the Church.                    Dennis C. Dickerson 

Retired General Officer 

Wayman Good Hope AME Church– The Beginnings 

Thank you to Barry White for 

researching the Land Records. 
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Correction :  In the January 2017 Edition  we incorrectly stated that  

Sis. Alicia Cully was recognized for 25 years of service as a civilian 

employee at the U.S. Naval Academy.  She was actually recognized 

for 30 years of service.  The photograph on the left shows Alicia 
being presented the 30 Year Service Award by Doug Borrebach, 

Director, Business Services at United States Naval Academy . 

WAYMAN Recognition Recognition Recognition Recognition ----    To God Be The GloryTo God Be The GloryTo God Be The GloryTo God Be The Glory    

A Round of Ap-

plause 

In Honor of Valentines Day 

The Love Story of  Sam & Jackie Harris 

Sam and I met in high school at Bates in Annapolis.  When I saw him I 

said “I'm gonna marry that guy”. Later I found out his name was Sam Harris. 

Well life took us in different directions, but I got my Sam. 

We started dating when he returned from the Army. He is as lovable to-

day and very gentle but oh so strong.  Sam took me to the best restaurants, 

concerts, banquets, Master Mason Balls, and the movies.  Family is important 

to us on both sides.  Family dinners, picnics, Thanksgiving & Christmas we 

had lots of fun.   

We found out that the secret to a good and lasting marriage is to like each 

other and then fall in love.  Just know there is no perfect marriage.  You will 

have ups and downs so you have to communicate, talk it out, and then get over it.  You also need to respect each 

other.  Give respect and you’ll get it back.  Let God lead you and put God first in life and your home.  I might run 

my mouth but I know when to be quiet because Sam is King of his castle.  We are blessed to have good children, 

grand and great grands.  Sam has lost his eyesight, but his humor and love is not lost.  We still enjoy a very good 

life.  Be kind to each other and always say something nice each day.  So if you plan on getting married, make sure 

you truly like the person and when the love comes it will get you  through anything and everything you may face.  

We have been truly blessed thanks be to God.  

Love Makes the World Go Round 

Sam & Jackie 

Be Happy. 

If you have called the Church office recently, you heard a new voice on the line.  In 

January, we welcomed our new administrative assistant, Sis. Michele Jackson.  Sis. Jack-

son loves God, loves serving God and feels that serving at Wayman is a good fit because 

we have a mature congregation.  She is an advocate for individuals with disabilities which 

includes finding services for families who have disabled family members.  A graduate of 

Sojourner-Douglass College, she enjoys reading the Word and researching the Gospel in 

her spare time. She considers herself a lifelong learner. 

A mother of two sons, Sis. Jackson was born and raised in Annapolis.  Her mother is 

the late Mary Sellman "Bunny" Jackson, associate judge of the Anne Arundel County 

Orphans Court.   

Sis. Jackson replaced Sis. Sharon Cager-Best, who served as the Administrative As-

sistant for the past 3 years.  Sis. Cager-Best accepted a position as the Employment 

Readiness Workshop Instructor at MCIJ MD Corrections Facility in Jessup.  We pray 

both Michele and Sharon  will be blessed in their new  positions.  

Welcome to Our New Administrative Assistant 

Sis. Michele Jackson 
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WAYMAN GOOD HOPE  

Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor 
100 Hoyle Lane 

Severna Park, MD 21146 
 

MINISTERIAL STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Lois A. Poag-Ray, Pastor  

Rev. Lisa Purvis, Director Youth & Young Adult Ministries 
Rev. Linda Banks, Director of Christian Education 

 

Pastor’s Office Hours 
See the weekly bulletin or call the office for an appointment 

 

CHURCH OFFICE STAFF 
Michele Jackson, Administrative Assistant  

Sis. Mary McIntyre, Financial Officer  
 

Church Office Hours 
Mon. - Thurs. 10am – 2pm 

 

Church phone (410)647-4867    Church fax (410)647-4883 
Email – waymangoodhope@aol.com       Website – waymangoodhope.org 

 
 

 
 

“To all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need forgiveness; to all who are anxious and need peace; 

to all who mourn and long for comfort; to all who are sensitive and look for service; to all who hunger and 

thirst after righteousness; to whomsoever will – this Church opens wide its doors and bids you welcome in the name of 

Christ Jesus our Lord!” 

“Enter this Church, therefore, not as a stranger, but as the guest of God.  Come then into God’s presence with joy in your 

hearts and thanks on your lips, offering God your love and service. Beseech God’s blessing on those who minister and 

worship here, and may that blessing rest on you forever.” 

WAYMAN GOOD HOPE CHURCH SCHEDULE: 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 

MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE   10 AM 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION Every 1st Sunday 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM   Every 3rd Sunday 

CHURCH SCHOOL & BIBLE STUDY 

CHURCH SCHOOL (Children & Youth)    2nd & 4th Sunday after 10am Worship Service 

CHURCH SCHOOL (Adults)   Sunday  9:00-9:50 AM 

PRAYER CALL (Call In Only)   Wednesday 6:30-6:45 AM  (Dial 605-475-3235  code 705504#) 

LIFE APPLICATION BIBLE STUDY (Call In Only) Wednesday 730pm     (Dial 605-475-3235  code 705504#) 

BIBLE STUDY      Thursday 12 Noon 

MONTHLY 

LOVE FEAST     Thursday before the 1st Sunday at 11:45am 

OFFICIAL BOARD    3rd Thursday  7:00 PM 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING  3rd Sunday after 10am Worship Service 

Refer to the Calendar for other regularly scheduled meetings & rehearsals. 


